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continue to operate cavalierly In taking advantage of

the public fisc and so on and so forth. Therefore, In
the eyes ot sone nenbers of the Publ_ic.an.d sone nenber s
In this body and tho press 1tsolf, it is inportant that
the tolophotto records bo avatlttblo to the public for
ttorut,Iny. New wo httvo talkod at t,@~at, length tnth.tn

b ody @bout the ooutttorvaillng vttluo of confidontinllty

tend ptlvaoy and why thttt ttt so importttnt in the lettisltt-
tlvo process, Z amnot going to dettlwth that issue,

but 1 amgoing to deales.go back again and tal k about

thi s abuse question because we all know that when those
records In effect are sealed up It does permt the con-

ti nued exi stence of what woul d be perceived by nmany fol k
In the public as an abusive use of the tel ephone privil ege.
At the sane token, It al so enhances confidentiality and
privacy. | think one of the things that has distressed
me over the years so nmuch about such things as the public
exposure of state senators or others who apparently use
public assets for private purposes Is | think that the

of fense...the offense conmtted by the nmenber is dispropor-
tionately arrayed before the public to the real harmthat
I's done. The bigger story in the Nebraska Legislature

Is the Leglslat;ure's inability to deal with health care
costs. The bigger story In the Nebraska Legislature |Is
the Legislature's inability to deal with the rise in
property taxes at the local level. The bigger story in
the Nebraska Legislature |s the Legislature's cavalier
attitude about financing of canpaigns. There are a |ot

of big stories that sinply need to be told again and again
and again to the public for this body and any other |egis-
lative body to have applying pressure to It an informed
public constituency. That |s the real function of the
press. The press is...the press is an inportant partner

I n our denocratic process but its function is to get out
the big story. It Is to tell the truth. It is to find the
truth. It is to print the truth, and the truth lies, the
truth really Il.es in those issues that are inportant to
each one of us as nenbers of society. | can guarantee
you an issue that is not terribly significant to any of
us in society I's whether or not a state senator nade ten
tel ephone calls the last nonths for private purposes.

Now that nmay seemvery cavalier on ny part.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: ....but | do not think It is. | think
the real truth...the real truth is that to the extent that

the news mdla focuses In on pecadlllos, snmall foibles, it
really does miss the forest for the trees, and | want to

see the forest reported and not the trees, and to the extent
that we continue to deal with the tree issues, we in a sense



